
REVIEW- STROPHE 1

My child and I hold hands on the way to school,
And when I leave him at the first-grade door
He cries a little but is brave; he does
Let go. My selfish tears remind me how
I cried before that door a life ago.
I may have had a hard time letting go.

Questions:

1. Why does the poet call his tears selfish?

2. Letting go was difficult for whom?



REVIEW – STROPHE 2

• Each fall the children must endure together
What every child also endures alone:
Learning the alphabet, the integers,
Three dozen bits and pieces of a stuff
So arbitrary, so peremptory,
That worlds invisible and visible.

• Questions:

• 1. Why does the poet  refers to the stuff children learn at school as 
unreasonable and authoritative ?



STROPHE 3



STROPHE 3

• As Joseph saw in a dream that bundle of wheat and stars are 
bowed down to him. He was a little boy at that time. When his 
brothers came to know his dream, all of them began to hate him. 
The greater part of his life spend to fix the complicated relations.

• . The perception of the world and the meaning that it attaches to  
may bring negative reactions. As Joseph’s brothers were jealous of 
him just because they perceived his dream negatively. So their 
reaction was the result of their perceptions.



• The rest of his life, Joseph tried to mend the loss. He 
always suffered the painful memories of his childhood. 
And yet, it all turned into kindness in the end.

• The poet has tried to make us realize that as Joseph 
became the victim of the hatred of his brothers just 
because of the misperception, in the same way the world 
can give a negative reaction to what his son is going to 
learn in the school. But ultimately his son will serve the 
world and humanity with the very same education.



STROPHE 4



• My son has disappeared behind the door of classroom. 
Should I hope to live to see him coming out after 
completing his school. Maybe it take years but I know 
what I wish him to be. I am not sure about his outcome of 
success. I hope that my son will find father-like figures 
among his teachers who will take care of him. 



• In these lines, the poet has described his own 
feelings after leaving his child at school. When his 
son had gone behind the classroom door, he felt sad 
and hopes to see his son again, well educated and 
groomed - the pain of the separation from his son 
must be endured for the greater benefit of his  
future.



COUPLET



COUPLET

• Even the tears that we shed lack true spirit and sincerity. It is 
just a custom. I pray that great kindness may come of it in the 
end.

• The poet says that our tears are just a rite. The poet has tried to 
overcome the feelings of sorrow and pain by saying this. The 
poet has tried to show that it is normal to leave our children to 
others to teach. 



• We do this to our children, as our parents did it to us, and it is a 
truly horrid expereience, no matter how we prepare ourselves 
and how much confidence we have in our schools and in our 
child.

• It is a societal ritual, where all parents symbolically surrender 
their children to society, and all children accept that they will 
need to face the challenges of institutions without the protective 
gaze of their parents. "This is for the best", or "Education will 
expand their worlds", or even "They'll increase their earning 
power if they make the right choices".



PLENARY:

• What was Joseph’s dream?

• What was his brothers’  reaction?

• Why the first day of school is special for both the child and the parents?

• What should be the role of the teachers for first-day students?
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Find the examples of poetic devices used in the poem.

• Identify and illustrate the use of Present Indefinite Tense.

• Illustrate vocabulary skills ( ante /anti/post)



FIND EXAMPLES OF THE FOLLOWING:

• Stanza Type: Strophes,couplet

• Speaker: The Poet

• Alliteration: hold-hands/have-had- hard/but –brave/

• Imagery: visual

• Personification: sheaves/stars - bow

• Allusion: religion/biblical



FIND EXAMPLES OF THE FOLLOWING:

• Stanza Type: Strophe , Couplet

• Speaker: The poet

• Alliteration: hold-hands/but-brave/had-hard/fayhers-finds/have-
him

• Imagery: visual

• Personification: sheaves bowed , stars bowed

• Allusion: Biblical



PRESENT INDEFINITE TENSE



PRESENT INDEFINITE TENSE - USE



PRESENT INDEFINITE TENSE





EXAMPLES

• He goes for a walk daily. (Affirmative)
• I get up early in the  morning. (Affirmative)
• He does not play cricket. (Negative)
• I do not like apples. (Negative)
• Does she love chocolate? (interrogative)
• Do you work hard? (interrogative)
• Where do you keep your keys?(interrogative)

• How does it work? (interrogative)



EXERCISE: Complete using Present Indefinite Tense of the 
Verbs:
1.I ___________ (be) in a café .
2.  ______________  (she/play) tennis every week?
3. They ____________ (go) to the library every Wednesday.
4. ______  she (be) a singer?
5. You ___________ (find) the weather here cold.
6. _____________ (they/be) on the bus?
7. Ayesha ___________ (ride) her bicycle to work.
8. Why ___________ (he/be) in France?
9. I ___________ (not/play) the piano very often.
10. It __________ (not/be) cold today.



EXERCISE 
11. We _________ (be) from Pakistan.
12. _____________  (we/make) too much noise at night?
13. Where ____________ (Harry/study)?
14. _____________  (it/be) foggy today?
15. We ____________  (not/be) late.
16. They ___________  (not/like) animals.
17. Where ___________  (you/be)?
18. He __________  (not/be) an accountant.
19. ______________ (the dog/eat) chicken?
20. She _________ (be) my sister.



ante post Anti

antecedent post office antibiotic

Complete the table by making new 
words:
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